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M. Sevadjian, too, though an accurate player, has a peculiar way
of scrutinizing the keyboard as if he did not quite know where
he would find the note he wanted, which gives him an odd re-
semblance to a person trying to write a word on a typewriter for
the first time. These peculiarities of manner perhaps handicapped
him a little unfairly with the audience. My apologies to the givers
of many other concerts and recitals, notice of which must stand
over for the present.

13 June, 1894

DR VILLIERS STANFORD has been favoring us with his views on
Some Aspects of Musical Criticism in England in the shape of a
magazine article. I am very strongly tempted to quote it here at
full length; for it is the best article I ever saw on the subject, un-
exceptionally judicious and accurate, and much better written
than most musical criticisms are. I shall at least quote his exposi-
tion of his main point, as I cannot paraphrase it to any advantage:

"A new opera, which has been, perhaps, the work of years,
and the outcome of the daily thought and labor of composer and
librettist, is produced on a Monday night; and by 2 A.M. on Tues-
day morning a critic, who has just made his first acquaintance
with the composition, is expected to have completed a full and
just chronicle of its merits and faults, its workmanship and its
effect, fit to be put into print, and intended to instruct the public
before breakfast as to what attitude they should be prepared to
take when they find themselves in the audience. I say, as one who
is, from much experience in the musician's craft, perhaps ex-
ceptionally quick in seizing the points of a new work at first hear-
ing, that to expect the best possible criticism, or indeed criticism
of any lasting value at all under such circumstances is grotesque;
and the insistence upon such hot haste production is a hardship to
the writer, an injury to the producer, and a mischief to the public."

True as this is, and deeply as I am touched by the tribute here
implied, and elsewhere explicitly rendered, to the superiority of
those weekly articles of which my own may be taken as examples,
I am not sure that the opinion elaborated in a week is always so